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Ecosia 101



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNWJv0LR07M


 
15+ million Ecosia users represent one of the largest global 

movements tackling Climate Change.

The purpose driven business has planted 100 million trees 

where they are needed most, across 31 tree planting 

projects, in 21 countries.



“Ecosia is a 
movement 
towards a better 
world, it belongs 
to everyone”

Christian Kroll
Ecosia’s founder
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Rising concern about the environment in 2019 

meant Ecosia was on a 100% growth rate. 



 
Last August the tragedy of the Brazil 

Amazon fires caused Ecosia’s user base to 

triple year-on-year.

The iOS app hit number 1 in 26 countries. 



 
Covid-19 meant searches increased, 

but ad revenue went down. 

Tree planting partners paused 

planting, or took measures for 

distancing and protection.

Despite revenue downturn we were 

able to keep all employees on and 

fulfil tree contracts - and expand to 

planting trees around UK hospitals.



Who uses Ecosia?





Age range



Our UK and US user survey showed

80% of 

Ecosia users are 
under 30 years old.

54% participate in or contribute 
to any environmental/social 
causes other than Ecosia

 



Gender split 



Who uses Ecosia?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yT6Ecl8KLbI


Ecosia on Campus
Students at 46 universities in the UK are campaigning to make Ecosia the default search engine on campus. 
6 UK universities have already made the switch including the University of Sussex, Leeds and Glasgow. 

Sussex switched in 2018 and so far has helped to plant 17,300 trees in parts of the world where they are 
needed most.

If the UK’s student population of 2.28 across 169 higher education providers were to switch to Ecosia and 
perform as well as Sussex, thousands more trees could be planted in the UK and around the world through 
student searches.
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Some examples of UK organisations already using or in the 
process of switching to Ecosia as their default search engine: 

1. Companies

2. Not-for-profit

3. Universities

4. Schools

5. HospitalsMany schools, universities, hospitals, charities 
and companies have set Ecosia as their default 
search engine. 

Some of them did so with our help, while others 
did so on their own initiative. 





We have a historic window of opportunity to transition 
towards a greener, fairer more sustainable economy.

The link between the health of our planet and the role of leadership at 
the community, business and government level has never been 
clearer. That’s why we’re calling on the UK’s most environmentally and 
socially conscious organisations to help us increase tree cover around 
the country: 

1. Demonstrate the UK’s commitment to green recovery
2. Reduce air pollution and improve air quality 
3. Improve access to nature and green spaces for everyone
4. Support the UK’s wildlife and biodiversity 

The best part? 

- Its free and easy to use… plus:
- you’ll reduce your organisation’s carbon footprint! Each search 

with Ecosia removes roughly 1 kg of CO2 from the atmosphere; 
- and advance your organisation's sustainability strategy and 

move towards a business model that protects the planet and 
its people.

Switch your company’s search engine to Ecosia and help plant 
trees!

Why should organisations 
plant trees with Ecosia?



Ecosia provides a unique 
URL for organisations to 
install default browser 

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Partners simply fill out 
this form to switch their 
organisation to Ecosia

Ecosia provides employee 
engagement materials e.g. 

monthly tree planting 
reports. The company’s 

internal comms incentivises 
planting as many trees as 

possible! 

Switching to Ecosia - a simple and sustainable mechanism to 
facilitate and support tree planting in places they are need the 
most

https://airtable.com/shrd0LQPR0xMlMMIo
https://airtable.com/shrd0LQPR0xMlMMIo


Where are my 
trees?



Where are my 
trees?● Ecosia has a Chief Tree Planting Officer. It’s his job 

to select and monitor our projects.

● 31 different partners, across 21 countries.

● Many different species and tree planting methods.

● No monocultures. Biodiversity hotspots. 

● Monitor and track trees for 3+ years.

● Where Ecosia stands on offsetting 

https://blog.ecosia.org/carbon-offsetting-does-it-work/


Case Study: Replanting 
Indonesia

Widespread palm oil plantations across 
Indonesia illustrate the environmental 
degradation of a once vivid ecosystem. 25% 
of Indonesia’s rainforests have been 
replaced by vast palm oil plantations, 
pushing out wildlife and endangering the 
livelihoods of farming communities. Through 
user searches, we are restoring forests on 
former plantations to create alternative 
sources of income.

Confidential- prepared for Ecosia GmbH



Case Study: Replanting 
Malawi

Our most unusual reforestation project uses 
radio shows to help people plant and 
protect trees. Radio is the best medium to 
reach a large amount of people in rural 
Malawi. The radio programmes inform 
farmers about tree-planting practices, the 
benefits of trees, and sustainable farming.

Confidential- prepared for Ecosia GmbH



Case Study: Replanting 
Australia

We started planting trees in Australia in 2020, 
after parts of the rainforest in the Byron Bay 
area were devastated by fires. Rainforest 
should never burn, but diminished forest 
cover from dairy farming left it vulnerable. 

The dairy farms are no longer in use, and the 
area is ripe for reforestation. The 100+ different 
native species we plant clean the air, 
sequester carbon, bring down temperatures, 
support biodiversity, and attract rain in 
Australia – making the area more resilient 
against future fires.

Confidential- prepared for Ecosia GmbH



Ecosia in the UK 



#GrowYourLove for the NHS

#GrowYourLove for the NHS
In May 2020 Ecosia launched its first tree-planting campaign in the UK in partnership 
with NHS Forest and Trees for Cities to plant trees for over ten UK NHS hospitals and 
local council sites. The purpose of #GrowYourLove was threefold: 

1. to give Ecosia’s UK users an opportunity to show their appreciation to 
frontline healthcare workers; 

2. to support NHS key workers’ long term mental and physical wellbeing by 
contributing to a healthier working environment; 

3. to improve access to nature by working with local organisations to plant 
thousands of trees on and around hospital grounds across the country

Results:

● 3 Thursdays in May 
● 2,020 trees funded 
● 4.5 million searches made by Ecosia’s UK users over three days 
● 1,783,481 social media impressions
● 1,000,567 video views

Ecosia, NHS Forest and Trees for Cities will coordinate volunteer and 
community-led tree planting days for the trees raised during this campaign which 
will take place during the UK tree-planting season which begins in October 2020. 

https://nhsforest.org/
https://www.treesforcities.org/
https://blog.ecosia.org/growyourloveforthenhs/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AfRREeJ7Ej4
https://nhsforest.org/get-involved
https://www.treesforcities.org/get-involved/volunteer


Tree Planting in the UK 2021
1. Bristol Southmead Hospital
2. Nottinghamshire Healthcare
3. Mount Vernon Hospital (NHS Forest)
4. Colham Green, Hillingdon (Trees for Cities)
5. Cornwall Partnership Trust
6. Newcastle University Hospital Trust
7. Hwyel Dda Health Board, Wales
8. Manchester University Hospital Trust
9. Meanwood hospital, Leeds Yorkshire Ambulance Trust

10. Sussex Community Trust
11. Liverpool Aintree hospital
12. Royal Edinburgh Hospital



What does being a 
purpose driven 
business mean?



Monthly Financial 
Reports

● Our most read piece of content 

each month.

● It’s where we publish salaries, taxes 

and marketing spend.

● It holds us accountable and 

establishes trust. 



“Ecosia is not just 
producing enough solar 
energy to power all 
Ecosia searches with 
renewables - we are 
producing twice as 
much.”

Wolfgang Oels
Ecosia’s COO



THE GREEN LEAF



FOSSIL FUEL ICON



 
Change the system from within 

● For Ecosia it means doing paid campaigns with a tree ROAS.
● Will we walk away planting more trees if we commit to this 

marketing activity?

Questions?


